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 “DEVOTION – Faith’s Essential Motivation” 

 (‘Fueled By Faith Series) 
(Hebrews 11:7; Acts 2:8; Hebrews 5:7; Hebrews 12:28) 

 

 

Intro …  Today we continue our investigation of the unique ‘High Octane 

Christian Faith’ that fuels a ‘High Performance Christian Life’ – the kind of life 

that pleases God and that will merit His ‘Well-Done Good and Faithful Servant’ 

Commendation at its end. 
 

This ‘High Octane Faith’ has been carefully formulated over the years by the 

Master Chemist Himself … His Lab Notes (recorded in Hebrews chapter 11) are 

available for all of us to read and apply in our own lives. Those notes reveal 

the several key ingredients (the additives if you will) that create the explosive 

nature of this ‘High Octane Faith’. 
 

So far we have discovered three of those Octane Elevating Ingredients: 
 

First Ingredient: Creationism (Faith’s Foundation) - An absolute belief in the 

Creative Activity of the Almighty God as recorded in the Bible. If you don’t 

have that, it’s hard to say that you possess saving Christian Faith at all. 
 

Second Ingredient: Worship (Faith’s First Expression) – An acknowledgement  

of God’s Absolute Worthiness. True faith – real God-Pleasing faith – produces 

genuine worship in the hearts of those who possess it. Remnants of Self-Worship 

might remain but they are increasingly wiped away as the born-again believer 

comes to acknowledge (by faith) his Creator’s awesome nature.  
 

Third Ingredient: Companionship (Faith’s Greatest Privilege) – The experience 

of ‘Walking with the Almighty Himself’. For the genuine worshipper of God 

there is indeed no greater, no higher privilege in life. To ‘Walk with the 

Almighty’ along the pathways of life is almost beyond comprehension  

and it’s certainly beyond adequate description.  Only ‘by faith’ can it  

be experienced but ‘by faith’ it can be and is. 
 

Today we will discover the Fourth Key Ingredient in the ‘High Octane Faith 

Formula’ that the Father has developed. This key ingredient is actually 

generated by the inter-action of the three previously identified. 
 

In fact, one could say that once the first three elements are joined together, 

this fourth one almost magically appears. See what you think as we examine 

the notes the Master left behind. 
 

Here are … 

 



TODAY’S LAB NOTES … 
 

 “By faith, NOAH, when warned of things not yet seen,  

in HOLY FEAR built an ark to save his family.”   

(Hebrews 11:7) 

 

The fuller story is told in the Book of Genesis chapters 6-9. 

 

Here’s a synopsis … 
 

Some sixteen hundred years after the formation of Adam, the earth had 

become so corrupt that destruction became the only solution. All non-marine 

animal life would be destroyed except for the few creatures kept alive in the 

ark – eight human beings and several of every kind of animal. Noah, who was 

the last righteous man on earth, was chosen by God to build the ark and to so 

provide for the continuation of the human race and the animal kingdom. 
 

It’s a terrifying story … Remnants of that story are preserved in myths and 

legends from one end of the earth to the other. Physical evidence of the flood 

is found throughout the earth. Reference to the Great Flood was made by 

Jesus himself in his teaching about the Judgment that is yet to come.  
 

Here’s The Point the writer of Hebrews is making …  
 

Noah BELIEVED what he had been told; He was a man of FAITH! 

 

That’s why he is listed with the other Heroes of Faith here in Hebrews eleven.  

 

He believed in the Creative Activity of the Almighty – He surely lived a life of  

worship for the Scripture we looked at in passing last week (Genesis 6:9) 

reported that … 
  

“Noah was a righteous man, blameless among  

the people of his time …” 

 

And here’s one more thing that that Scripture reported … 
 

“… he walked with God.” 

 

Indeed he was a man of faith and he possessed every one of the ingredients  

of ‘High Octane Faith’ that we have thus far discovered. 

 

However, it’s not the fact of his faith that draws our attention to this page of 

the Father’s Lab Notes – everyone listed here is a person of faith.  

 



The thing that draws our attention today and the thing that is unique about 

this particular notation is that in this short entry is indicated something 

absolutely essential to the development of true ‘High Octane Faith’. 

 

It’s the Fourth Key Ingredient in the formula – It’s the ingredient that causes 

faith to ‘spring into action’ – that causes the ‘faither’ to become a ‘doer’.  

It’s the thing that provides all the motivation necessary to get any  

‘God-Assigned Task’ done.  

 

It’s an absolutely essential ingredient if you and I are to ever produce  

the ‘High Performance Christian Life’ that we desire. 

 

And it’s identified right here in Today’s Notes …  

Did you pick up on it as read them?   

Let’s look at those ‘Notes’ one more time … 

 

TODAY’S LAB NOTES … 
 

 “By faith, NOAH, when warned of things not yet seen,  

in HOLY FEAR built an ark to save his family.”   

(Hebrews 11:7) NIV 

 

The old King James Version of the Bible reads this way and actually makes my 

point a little more clearly … 
 

“By faith Noah, being warned by God of things not seen as yet, 

moved with (could we say ‘motivated by’) fear, prepared  

an ark to the saving of his house.” 

(Hebrews 11:7) 

 

Now, if we blend the NIV and the KJV and the PMV (Pastor Mark Version) 

together, we get something like this … 
 

“By faith Noah, being warned by God of things not yet seen,  

motivated by Holy Fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house.” 

(Hebrews 11:7) 

 

“Holy Fear” … that’s what motivated Noah – that’s what actually always 

motivates ‘faith’ to spring into action – it’s an essential part of the formula and 

as I said earlier it, the first three ingredients blend together in such a way as to 

almost automatically produce it. 

 

And out of that observation arises … 

 



TODAY’S KEY QUESTION … 
 

What is this HOLY FEAR that serves as  

Faith’s ESSENTIAL MOTIVATION? 
 

 

The word the Holy Spirit chose here is a most unusual word – a seldomly used 

word – It’s the Greek Word “Eulabia” and it’s only used 7 times in the entire 

New Testament.  

 

Here are four of them: 
 

“Noah motivated by ‘eulabia’ built an ark to save his family.” 

(Hebrews 11:7) 

 

“Men characterized by ‘eulabia’ (devout men) 

buried Stephen and mourned deeply for him.” (Acts 8:2) 

 

“During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions 

with loud cries and tears to the One who could save him from death,  

and he was heard because of his ‘eulabia’.”(Hebrews 5:7) 

 

“Therefore since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 

let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence  

and ‘eulabia’, for our God is a consuming fire.”(Hebrews 12:28) 

 

Here now is … 

 

TODAY’S KEY DEFINITION … 
 

‘EULABIA’ … it’s a special kind of FEAR – a unique ‘Holy Fear’ (a kind  

of captivating and motivating reverence and awe) that overwhelms  

everything else;  ‘eulabia’ can only can be  POSSESSED and  

EXPRESSED by men and women of faith. 

 

In a word it’s ABSOLUTE DEVOTION to the ALMIGHTY!  

 

  It’s Devotion that motivates the highest level of Christian Living and  

which cannot be THWARTED by any earthly circumstance. 
 

 

Need I add that …  
 

“This ‘Devotion’ will quite naturally arise in the heart of one  

who is a genuine worshipper of God and who is consciously  

‘walking with God’ day by day”? 
 

 



I thought not … Here now is today’s main point … 
 

“Once it arises …  

this ‘Eulabia’ cannot be thwarted by any earthly circumstance.” 

 

Four Distinctive Kinds of ‘Earthly Circumstances’ are identified in the  

Four Examples of ‘Eulabia’ we read earlier.  

 

Let’s look at them again them and see if they are circumstances in which we, 

ourselves, might be in need of some ‘faith-stimulating motivation’. 

 

 
 

OUR FIRST EXAMPLE  … 
 

“Noah motivated by ‘eulabia’ built an ark to save his family.” 

(Hebrews 11:7) 

 

Surely we could say that this is an example of: 

 

* A Devotion motivated action in the face of Great DESPERATION 

(Maybe even in the face of Great DERISION.) 
 

 

Can we even imagine the Desperate Situation Noah found himself in?  

 

The entire earth was going to be inundated by a flood of water – the entire 

human population was going to be destroyed. He had been chosen to build 

an enormous vessel to provide safe haven for his family and for members of 

every species of animals and birds and reptiles. 
 

He had of course recognized for years the utter sinfulness of mankind – human 

beings had degenerated into a violent, almost sub-human species. There was 

no denying that he and his family lived entirely differently than those around 

them but I imagine that Noah had himself imagined that somewhere there 

were others like himself. 
 

God’s pronouncement ended all such speculation – there were no others. 

Destruction was coming upon all mankind. 
 

He would become a kind of new Adam – his wife a kind of new Eve. 

Their children would be responsible to generate a new human population. 
 

 

 



And of course we can imagine that once the work began, Noah would be 

functioning not only in the face of a Great Desperation but also in the face of 

Great Derision … Fulton’s Folly (the steamboat) would be child’s play compared 

to what had to become known as Noah’s Nonsense. 
 

Only a man totally devoted to GOD – a man who ‘Walked with the God he 

Worshipped’ could or would step into such a challenging task. 
 

But … motivated by such Devotion Noah did (and I am thankful he did). 
 

Devotion to the Almighty will enable us to carry out God’s Will even in the face 

of Desperation or Derision! What a good thing to know. 

 

Consider now … 

 

 OUR SECOND EXAMPLE … 
 

“Men characterized by ‘eulabia’ buried Stephen  

and mourned deeply for him.” 

(Acts 8:2) 
 

This courageous action, this unbridled reaction could be characterized as: 
 

* A Devotion motivated action in the face of Great Physical DANGER 
 

 

The ‘Stephen’ that these men buried and mourned had just been stoned  

to death by the ‘powers that be’ in Jerusalem. His ‘crime’ was that he 

professed faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

The Book of Acts reports that … 
“On that day (the day of Stephen’s execution), a great persecution broke out 

against the Church at Jerusalem and the saints were scattered everywhere.” 

(Acts 8:1) 

 

All believers were now fair game – they could be killed and their property 

confiscated. Jerusalem had become incredibly dangerous for them. 
 

However, in the face of such Danger, these ‘Devout’ men – these ‘eulabia - 

motivated men’ – picked up Stephen’s battered body, gave it a proper burial 

and took the time to ‘mourn him’ as a courageous ‘spokesman for Christ’.  
 

Their Devotion was most clearly focused upon the ONE through whom all  

things had come into being – the ONE whose death on the cross had provided 

a new life for them – the ONE  who had promised never to leave them or 

forsake them – the ONE who had placed His Own Holy Spirit within them –  

the ONE who was even now in heaven praying for them. 
 



Such DEVOTION granted them courage in the face of Great Danger and they 

stepped up and did what needed to be done and I’m glad they did. 
 

Devotion to the Almighty (Father and Son) will enable us to carry out God’s Will 

even in the face of Great Danger! What a good thing to know. 

 

Consider next … 

 

OUR THIRD EXAMPLE … 
 

“During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up prayers and petitions 

with loud cries and tears to the One who could save him from death,  

and he was heard because of his ‘eulabia’.”  

(Hebrews 5:7) 
 

This can definitely serve as demonstrating: 
 

* A Devotion motivated action in the face of Great Personal DISTRESS 
 

 

What can we say …  

 

Here we see Jesus as ‘God come in the flesh’ demonstrating for us a level  

of devotion to His Father in Heaven that nothing can squelch.  

 

How many times was Jesus brought to tears – grieving over the fallenness  

of the world and the feebleness of those he had chosen to follow him?  

 

How many times did he cry out over the torturous death that he would suffer 

and the horrendousness of becoming sinful in the eyes of the Father so that  

we might become sinless in those same eyes? 

 

And yet his Devotion to the Father overcame it all and enabled him to step 

forward and endure it all and in doing so he demonstrated to us just how it can 

be done by any Child of God. 

 

Indeed … 
 

Devotion to the Almighty and will enable us to carry out God’s Will even 

in the face of Great Personal Distress!  And that’s a good thing to know. 

 

And now consider with me … 

 

 

 

 



OUR FOURTH AND FINAL EXAMPLE … 
 

“Therefore since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 

let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence  

and ‘eulabia’, for our God is a consuming fire.” 
(Hebrews 12:28) 

 

Could this not be an example of: 

* A Devotion motivated action in the face of earthly DISRUPTIONS 
 

 

This promise of a Kingdom that ‘cannot be shaken’ is given in the context of a 

world whose kingdoms are ‘regularly shaken’. It’s given in the context of a 

world that will one day be ‘consumed with the fire of God’s judgment’. 
 

Consider the ‘shaking’ that is going on in our world today.  

Planes are flying, bombs are dropping, refugees are fleeing. 

Lives, by the millions, are being disrupted. 
 

Disruptions come to us all – Disruptions challenge us all. 

Where is our God when our lives are radically disrupted? 

Why would our God allow our lives to be so disrupted? 
 

Putting all of these Scriptures together we could ask … 
 

Why would our God permit us to be put into Desperate Situations? 

Why would our God expose us to Derision or Ridicule because of our Faith? 

Why would our God allow us to enter situations of Great Personal Danger? 

Why would our God consent to us experiencing times of  

Great Personal Distress? 

In a word …  

Why does our God give permission for Disruption to enter our lives at all? 
 

In an answering word … 

“To allow our genuine DEVOTION to HIM to be documented.” 

To allow it to be some day said of us …  
 

“There indeed was a devout follower of Christ – a person who remained 

devoted to God regardless of the Circumstances of their life! 
 

Bottom Line …  

‘Devotion to God’ is a most vital ingredient of ‘High Octane Faith’. 

 

Final Thot …  

Proper DEVOTION motivates Proper DEMONSTRATION. 

i.e. HOLY FEAR stimulates HOLY LIVING. 
 

May our ‘Devotion to Christ’ be well DOCUMENTED! 
 


